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culation (tawatur), for if it could be shown that a muta-
watir may have been transmitted by as few transmitters
as a given mash-hur, the superiority of the mutawatir to
the mash-hur as regards the two given reports would forth-
with become imaginary. We have, in fact seen, that the
doctors have been unanimous in declaring that the number
of the transmitters of a mutawatir need not be a fixed num-
ber. They do not commit themselves to a minimum even
as low as 4. One report, as noted above, goes so far as
to ascribe to al-Pazdawi the view that the report of a single
Companion might spread and become a mutawatir. We need
not, however, make use of this extreme position. Accord-
ing to the orthodox definition, a report transmitted origin-
ally, e. g., by 10 or more, may be no more than a mash-hur,
or if it did not later attain great diffusion, merely an " in-
dividual/' whereas one transmitted by fewer than 10 may
be a mutawatir. It is not then, so much the number of the
reporters, at any rate, the original reporters, that decides
whether a report shall be considered a mutawatir, but rather
it is the fact that a report appeals as genuine. If a report
is accepted, that very fact indicates that the number was
sufficiently large. Al-Bukhari, in the Kashf, plainly implies
that the mutawatirs were not so classed, because after a
special inquiry the numbers of their reporters were found
to be sufficient, but because in the first place they had ap-
pealed as genuine and received recognition. His justifica-
tion for it is that it is impossible actually to determine the
number because it is constantly growing. Besides, he finds
it unnecessary, for he assumes that God would not cause a
report to call forth conviction, had the number of its re-
porters been insufficient.

Clearly then a report classed as mutawatir might have
been originally transmitted by the same number or even
possibly a smaller number of transmitters, than a mash-hur